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User’'s Guide for
Parents’ Resource Manual for Special Education Services

This guide is given to each family served directly by Peer Parent Mentors from
the Parent Training and Resource Center. In hard copy, that version of the
guide is equipped with section dividers and tabs that increase ease of use.
Unfortunately, this on-line version does not have dividers included.

This user’s guide has been developed in an attempt to remedy some of the
cumbersome aspects of using this guide without the section dividers.
This short outline is meant to be a tool to navigate the Resource Manual. We

hope you find the information useful.

Manual Sections are as follows:



ADVOCACY 101

YOU ARE YOUR CHILD’S BEST ADVOCATE (Page 5)

* Welcome to Holland (Page 7)

* 12 Commandments for Parents (Page 8)
* Glossary of Terms (Page 9)

* Profile of My Child (Page 33)

* Back-to-School Tips (Page 37)

* What Are Your Rights? (Page 39)

USING GOOD COMMUNICATION  (Page 43)

* Communication (Page 45)

* Communicating with Professionals (Page 53)

* Listening Skills (Page 54)

* Communicating through Letter Writing (Page 55)

RECORD KEEPING (Page 61)
+ FERPA (Page 63)
* Maintaining Home Records (Page 64)
* Federal Regulations on School Records (Page

* Establishing a Record (Page 65)

EDUCATION LAWS

NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND (NCLB) (Page 67)
* Raising Achievement (Page 69)
* NCLB — Facts & Terms (Page 71)
* NCLB — Questions & Answers (Page 75)
* NCLB — Benefits for English Language Learners (Page 85)



SECTION 504 OF THE REHABILITATION ACT OF 1973 (Page 87)
* QOverview of ADA, IDEA & Section 504 (Page 89)
* Basic Overview of Section 504 (Page 93)
* 504 Committee Decision Making Chart (Page 95)
* School Accommodations & Modifications (Page 97)
* Questions for Parents to Ask (Page 102)
* Questions & Answers About 504 (Page 105)
* Office of Civil Rights — Protecting Students with Disabilities and the
Interrelationship of IDEA & Section 504 (Page 107)

INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES EDUCATION ACT (IDEA) (Page 119)

* Why Special Education Law is Complex (Page 121)

* Legislative History (Page 122)

* 6 Principals of IDEA (Page 124)

* What Are Your Rights? (Page 127)

* QOverview of Part C & South Carolina BabyNet (Page 131)
* Eligibility Categories (Page 137)

* |[DEA 2004 Summary (Page 139)

EARLY INTERVENING SERVICES

PROGRESS MONITORING (Page 145)
* What This Means for Your Child (Page 147)
* Curriculum Based Measurement (Page 150)

* |DEA '04 Guide to Pre-Referral Services (Page 153)

RESPONSE TO INTERVENTION (RTI) (Page 157)
* What is RTI? (Page 159)

* Response to Intervention & the Three- Tier Model (Page 161)
* Myths About RTI Implementation (Page 165)



* 2004 Regulations on Identification of Specific Learning
Disabilities (Page 168)

SPECIAL EDUCATION EVALUATION (Page 171)
* |nitial Evaluation Fact Sheet (Page 173)
* The Evaluation Process (Page 174)
* Re-evaluation Fact Sheet (Page 177)

INDIVIDUAL EDUCATION PROGRAM

IEP OVERVIEW (Page 179)
* 10 Steps in Special Ed Process (Page 181)
* A Guide to the IEP (Page 183)
* |DEA 2004 Regulation Changes in the IEP Team (Page 194)
* Prior Written Notice (Page 198)
* Models of Service Delivery (Page 200)
* Support Personnel Who Provide Related Services (Page 201)
* Transportation (Page 203)
* Areas to Consider in Writing IEPs  (Page 205)
* |EP Checklist (Page 206)
* |EP Template (Page 209)
* SC State Guideline on Class Size (Page 221)
* Dr. Suess’ IEP (Page 222)

TRANSITION (Page 225/out of sequence)
* Transition Planning for Success in Adult Life (Page 223)
* High School Diploma Programs (Page 228)
* Age of Majority (Page 230)
* Adult Education (Page 234)



BEHAVIOR & DISCIPLINE (Page 237)
* When Your Child Has Challenging Behaviors (Page 239)
* When Physical Restraint Is Considered (Page 248)
* |EP Addendum on the Use of Restraint (Page 252)
* Dos & Don’ts on Functional Assessments (Page 253)
* Functional Assessment/Behavior Intervention Checklist (Page 254)
* Template for Collecting Data (Page 255)
* Childhood Reinforcement Inventory (Page 256)
* |DEA Regulations — Discipline (Page 261)

* Questions & Answers on Discipline (Page 269)

DISPUTE RESOLUTION
* Understanding Your Options
* Mediation Request Form
* Level One Complaint to the SDE - Form
* Reguesting a Due Process Hearing

* Expedited Due Process Hearing Request Form

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

EXCEPTIONAL CONDITIONS
* Bullying & What To Do About It
* Homebound Instruction & Guidelines
* Alternative Schools - Q & A
* Students in Charter Schools —Q & A
* |DEA '04 Regulations: Parentally Placed Children in Private Schools
* Effects of Disabilities in the Justice System
* Information on the Department of Juvenile Justice

* When Your Child is Incarcerated



ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY & AUGMENTED COMMUNICATION

* Assistive Technology as a Tool
* Augmentative Communication

* Augmentative & Alternative Communication Devices

RESOURCES
* National Resources on Disability
* South Carolina State Resources

* Tri-County Telephone Numbers

RECURSOS EN ESPANOL

* Diez beneficios fundamentales para los padres de los estudiantes
gue estan aprendiendo el ingles (No Child Left Behind — 10 Key

Benefits for English Language Learners)

* Que Ningun Nifio Se Quede Atras Ayuda para los estudiantes y sus
familias (No Child Left Behind — Help for Students & Their Families)

* Entendiendo las leyes y los derechos en la Education especial
(Understanding Special Education Laws)

* Entendiendo el Proceso de Educacion Especial (Understanding
Special Education Process)

* Planeando el Programa de Educacion Individualizada de su hijo
(Planning Your Child’s IEP Program)

* Aviso Previo por Escrito (Prior Written Notice)

* Evaluacion de Conducta Funcional e Intervenciones Positivas (FBA
& PBS)



